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not but seem more dramatic: it serves once again to
remind us of our extraordinary tenderness towards the
regimes of the Left, especially as his murder is only one
of a round dozen of Spanish bishops. When the Jews in
Germany had their shops looted and synagogues burned,
our condemnation was loud and bitter, but the atrocities
of the anti-Fascists seem to arouse no general indignation.
"The Bishop and those who were shot with him," we
read in The Times of March 6th, 1939, "formed part of
some 800 Nationalist prisoners who left Barcelona as
General Franco's forces advanced on the city. After
forced marches towards the French frontier with little
rest, and after being cruelly treated by their military
escort, many of the aged and infirm fell exhausted. On
reaching a point about fifty miles from the French
frontier, one of the Republican leaders was in favour of
shooting them all. Eventually they passed Figueras and
reached the small village of Pont de Molins. France was
only ten miles away. Here the order was given that all
men over fifty years of age were to stand aside from the
marching column of prisoners, according to the evidence
of a prisoner who was in the column. The Bishop of
Teruel was included in those separated from the main
body of prisoners. A shepherd heard the shots being
fired, and the forty-two bodies were later found. With
the Bishop perished a Canon of Teruel Cathedral, a
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Civil Guard, a Captain of the
Legionaries, and Colonel Rey d'Ancourt. These were the
only bodies which could be identified amongst the charred
remains in the ravine where they were found."

Yes, our advice to Franco will read strangely in the
light of these events.

On the Madrid front, near Quatro Vientos aerodrome,